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Academy Endorses Advance Care Planning as an Urgent Public 
Health Issue 

 
Washington, DC (July 6, 2010) – During the lengthy and acrimonious health care reform debate, certain issues 
became political footballs for right-of-center factions to use to try to stop health care reform legislation. One of 
these public health issues under attack was the essential need for advance care planning or end-of-life 
conversations for patients with life-limiting conditions. 
 
The purpose of these conversations is designed to honor patients’ values and preferences for their care and 
treatment. There is concern that this attack will be renewed as the debate begins over the soon-to-be created 
Independent Payment Advisory Board established by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
The American Academy of Nursing (AAN) is disturbed and disappointed by these attempts to bring health care to 
a standstill by calling compassionate care “death panels” and thereby frighten older Americans and their families. 
In response, AAN established an End of Life Task Force, charged with preparing a policy brief on conversations 
related to end-of-life care. 
 
“Through our End of Life Task Force, the Academy sought to debunk the misconceptions hindering the practice of 
advance care planning,” said AAN President Catherine L. Gilliss, DNSc, RN, FAAN. “We are pleased to share our 
policy statement for sweeping perusal and discussion.” 
 
Members of the Task Force were expert nurses and consumers with many years of experience in palliative care, 
including chairperson Virginia Tilden, DNSc, RN, FAAN; Inge Corless, PhD, RN, FAAN; Constance Dahlin, ANP, 
BC, ACHPN, FPCN, FAAN; Betty Ferrell, PhD, MA, FPCN, FAAN; Rosemary Gibson, MSc; and Judy Lentz, RN, 
MSN.  
 
Click here to view the policy brief.  
 

### 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 

 

http://www.aannet.org/assets/docs/PolicyResources/aan%20policy%20brief%20-%20advance%20care%20planning.pdf
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